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^ v hat man talk’d with you yeftermVht 

Out at your window betwixt twelve and one. Shakefpeare. 

Cn bis left hand twelve reverend owls did fly- ^ 

£o Romulus, 'tis fung, by Tyber’s brook, 

Prerage oHvvay from twice fix vultures, took. Dry den 

Mv f ive month. 7i. f [twelve and month.] A year, as con’ 
lifting of twelve months. J ' ’ con 


I fhall laugh at this a twelvemonth hence. Shale ft) 

* his year or twelvemonth, by reafon that the moon’s months 

are ihorter than thofe of the fun, is about eleven days fhorter 
tnan the fun’s year. , . I zi/J 

Taking the (hoots of the paft fpring and pe^ng them 
down in very rich earth perfectly confuted, waterin' them 
upon all occaftons, by this time twelvemonth they will £ 
ready to remove. y Fvel 

, Jjj th " fp ; Ce , 0f ab ° ut a t™el™montb I have run oufofa 
wncie thouland pound upon her. Ald'C 

^ Not twice a twelvemonth you appear in print. Pole 

i w E^VEPENCE. n. j. [twelve and pence-.] A Ihillino-. ^ ' 

Twelvepenny. ad], [twelve and penny.] Sold for alhilling. 

I would wifli no other revenge, from' this rhyming judge 
of the twelvepenny gallery. J ^ n j 

7 “ d Twelvc *- «»* • 

, Twdvefcore virago’s of the Spartan race. Drvden 

1 wentieth. 4 [* P enteo 5 o 3 a, Saxon.] Twice tenth^ or- 
dinal of twenty. 

This year, 

I he twentieth from the firing the capitol. 

As fatal too to Rome, by all predictions. Ben. Johnfon. 
he quantity of the fifteenth fhould be turned to a twentieth. 

Why was not I the twentieth by defeent 
from a long reftive race of droning kings i Drvden 

1 his crown now muft be railed, and coined one twentieth 
lighter ; which is nothing but changing the denomination, 

calling that a crown now, which yefterday was but a Dart 
viz. nineteen twentieths . ' f , 5 

Twenty, adj. [tpenzi 3 , Saxon.J ' 

1. Twice ten. 

At leaft. nineteen in twenty, of thefe perplexing words mi°Et 
be changed into eafy ones. o f. 

2. A proverbial or indefinite number. 

Maximilian, upon twenty refpccts, could not have been the 

man. Bacon's Henry VII. 

wr B il. n. j. [twy for two and billy bipennis, Lat.j A halbert. 

Twice, adv. [TpigfS, Saxon; twees, Dutch.] 

1. Two times. J . , . . 

Upon his creft he ftruck him fo. 

That twice he reeled, ready twice to fall. Fairy 9 

He twice eflay’d to call his for. in gold ; J 

J ZV!ce ft° m lft s hands hedrop’d the forming mould. Dryd 

2. Doubly. J 

A little fum you mourn, while moft have met 

ith twice the Jofs, and by as vile a cheat. Drvden 

3. It is often ufed in compofition. J 

Life is tedious as a twice told tale. 

Vexing the dull ear of a drowfy man. Shakefp. 

Twice - born Bacchus burft the thund’rer’s thigh, M " 
And all the gods that wander thro’ the fky. Creech. 

Extol the ftrength of a rw/Ve-conquer’d race. Dryden. 

_ And what fo tedious as a twice-t old. tale. Pope. 

To 1 WIDLE. V. a. [This is commonly written tweedleB To 
touch lightly. A low word. J ° 

\v ith my fingeis upon the ftupe, I prefled clofe upon it, 
and twidlecl it in, firft one fide, then the other. Wifeman 
TWIG. n. f tpig, z;i 35 a, Saxon ; twyg, Dutch.] Afmali 
moot of a branch ; a fwitch tough-; and long. 

The Britons had boats made of willow twigs , covered on 
the outfide with hides, and fo had the Venetians. Raleigh 
They chofe the fig-tree, fuch as fpread her arms, 6 * 
Branching fo broad and long, that in the ground 
The bended twigs take root. Milton. 

Can’ll: thou with a weak angle ftrike the whale. 

His huge jaw with a twig or bulrufh bore ? Sandys. 

If they cut the twigs at evening, a plentiful and pleafant 
juice comes out. More. 

The tender twig flioots upwards to the Ikies. Dryden. 
From parent bough 
A cyon meetly fever : after force 
A way into the crabftocks clofe wrought grain 
.By wedges, and within the living wound . 

Inclofe the fofter twig, around which fpread 
- The binding clay. Philips. 

Twi cgen. adj. [from twig.] Made of twigs. 

Til beat the knave with a twiggen bottle. Shakefp . 

The iides and rim fewed together after the manner of 
twiggen work.- Grew. 

Twiggy, adj . [from twig.] Full of twigs. 

I \y F light. n » f tweelicht , Dutch ; zpeoncleohz, Saxon.J 
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The dubious or faint light before funrife and r 
obfeure light ; uncertain view ’ nd afcc ‘ funf et • 


aeon. 




" pi % in l WC? , k l0VC ° f virtue ’ and of .cod"! 

Reflects from her on them, which underftood 

Her worth ; and though fne have fhut in all <1 
Fhe twilight of her memory doth ftav. ^ ^ 

He that faw hell in’s melancholy dream Donne, 

tr'JV ’ft ° f h “ P h W S 

car d from his fins, repented in a fright. 

Had he view’d Scotland, had turn’d pVelyte n , 
Ambrofial night, with clouds exhal’d' C ¥ e ^l 
f 10m that high mount of God, whence lio-U 1 „ 

Spring both, the face of brighteft heav’n hld cl^ 

J o grateful twilight. , 1, j- llan g d 

rp. . When the fun was down 
They juft arriv’d by twilight at a town. . , 

-In the greateft part of our concernment h* v, J-’l'Di. 
only the of probabil,,,,, *,i Bb l s 

Tw/light. adj. Locke. 

1. N «t dearly or brightly illuminat^ ; obfeure: deenlv fb n 

When the fun begins to fling ^ 

■his flaring beams, me goddefs bring 
I o arched walks of twilight groves? 

T °’ er the flight groves, and du/ky caves 1 
Long-founding ifles, and intermingled Graves 
Biacx melancholy fits, and round her throws ’ 

A death-like filence, and a dead repofe. p A 

2. Seen by twilight. * Lope. 

On old Lycaeus or Cyllene hoar 

Trip no more in twilight ranks. Mh 

Twim f [tp.nn, Saxon ; tweelingen, Dutch.] 
l. Children born at a birth. It is therefore feldom ufed in the 
inguiui , though fometimes it is ufed for one of twins 
In this myftery of ill opinions, here’s the twin brother of 

iy c ei ; ut Jet thine inherit firft, ;for mine never Ihalliis/; ' 

in beftowmg 

He was moft princely : ever witnefs for him 
i hofe twins of learning Ipfwich and Oxford. Shakeft 
If that moment of the time of birth be of fuch momem 
ence proceedeth the great difference of the conftitutions of 

fortunes^ 101 ’ th ° t0SCther born ’ havc ftr2I1 ge and contrary 

, . Drummond. 

1 he divided dam 

Runs to the fummons of her hungry lamb ; 

But when the twin cries halves, fh°e quits the firft. Cleveland 
1 hey came twins from the womb, and Hill they live 
As if they would go twins too to the grave. ' Otwayt 
rati Leda s twins ? in time to ftars decreed, 

C)ne fought on foot, one curb’d the fiery fteed. Dryden. 
ad there been the fame Jikenefs in all men, as fometimes 
in twins, it would have given occafion to confuiion. Grew. 

2. vjremini, the hgn of the zodiack. 

This, when the fun retires, 

Firft fhines, and fp reads black night with feeble fires, 
i hen parts the twins and crab. Creech. 

When now no more, th’ alternate twins are fir’d. 

Short is the doubtful empire of the night. Thornton. 

To Twin. v. n. [from the noun.J 

1. To be bom at the fame birth. 

He that is approv’d in this offence. 

Though he had iwinn'd with me both at a birth, 

' Shall lofe me. Shakefp. Othello . 

2. To bring two at once. 

Ewes yearly by twinning rich maffers do make. Tujfer . 

3. To be paired j to be fuited. 

Hath nature given them eyes, 

Which can diftinguifh ’twixt 

T he fiery orbs above and the twinned ftones 

Upon the humbl’d beach. Shakefp. 

O how infcrutable ! his equity 
Twins with his power. Sandys . 

Twinbo'rn. adj. [ twin and horn.] Born at the fame birth. 

Our fins lay on the King ; he muff bear all. 

0 hard condition and tzvinborn with greatnefs. Shakefp . 

TcTTwine. v. a . [tpinan, Saxon ; twynan , Dutch.] 

1. Fo twift or complicate fo as to unite, or form one body or 

fubftance out of two or more. 

1 hou fhalt make an hanging of blue, and fine tzvined linen, 

. wrought with needlework. Exod. xxvi. 36. 

2. I know not whether this is from twine or twin. 

By original lapfe, true liberty 
Is loft, which always with right reafon dwells, 

.• Twin'd^ and from her hath no dividual being. Aldion. 

3. To unite itfelf. 

Lumps of fugar lofe themfelves, and twine 

Their fubtile effence with the foul of Wine, Crafunv . 

'To 
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To Twine, v. n. 

j convolve itfelf ; to wrap itfelf clofely about. 

Let wreaths of triumph now my temples twine 3 
The vi£tor cry’d, the glorious prize is mine ! 

To unite by interpofition of parts. 

Friends now faff fworn, who tioine in love 
Unfeparable, {hall, within this hour. 

On a diflenfion of a doit, break out 
To bittereft enmity. 

o To wind ; to make flexures. 

As rivers, though they bend and twine , 

Still to the lea their courfe incline. 

Or as philofophers who find 
Some fav’rite fyflem to their mind. 

In ev’ry point to make it fit, 

Will force all nature to fubmit. 

The deer ruffles thro’ the twining brake. 

Twine, n.f [from the verb.] 

A twifted thread. 

Not any damfel, which her vaunteth moft 
In fkilful knitting of foft filken twine. 


Pope r 


*■- ■ 

Sbakefpeare* 


Swift . 
Thomfon , 


1. 


A pointed fword hung threat’ning o’er his head, 


Spenfer . 


Dryden . 


Milton . 


Milton . 


Philips . 


Hudibras . 


Suftain’d but by a (lender twine of thread. 

2. Twift; convolution. 

Nor all the gods befide 
Longer dare abide, 

Not Typhon huge ending in fnakv twine . 

Welcome joy and feaft. 

Braid your locks with rofy twine y 
Dropping odours, dropping wine. 

3. Embrace ; acf of convolving itfelf round. 

Everlaftingr hate 
* m m 

The vine to ivy bears, but with am’rous twine 
Clafps the tall elm. 

To Twinge, v. a. [ twingen , German ; twinge , Danifh.J 

1. To torment with fudden and fhort pain. 

File gnat charg’d into the noftrils of the lion, and there 
twing'd him till he made him tear himfelf, and fo mafter’d 
him. . L'EJlrange. 

2. To pinch ; to tweak. 

When a man is paft his fenfe. 

There’s no way to reduce him thence, 

A.'vvBut twinging him by th’ ears and nofe 3 
Or laying on of heavy blows. 

Twinge, n.f [from the verb.] 

I* Short fudden fharp pain. 

The wickednefs of this old villain ftartles me, and gives me 
2. twinge for my own fin, though far fhort of his. Dryd. 
2, A tweak ; a pinch. 

How can you fawn upon a mafter that gives you fo many 
blows and twinges by the ears. L'EJlrange. 

wink, n.f [See Twinkle.] The motion of an eye: 
a moment. Not in ufe. 

She hung about my neck, and kifs on kifs 
She vied fo faft, protefting oath on oath, 

- in a twink 1(116 won to her love. Sbakefpeare. 

I ° Twinkle, v. n. [tpinclian, Saxon.] 

1. r i 5 > ( P ailc ^i to flafh irregularly ; to fhine with intermitted 
light , to fhine faintly ; to quiver. 

At firft I did adore a tzuinkling ftar. 

But now I worfhip a celeftial fun. Shakefpeare. 

As plays the fun upon the gjafley ftreams, 

Twinkling another counterfeited beam. 

So feems this gorgeous beauty. Shakefpeare. 

borne their forked tails ftretch forth on high. 

And tear the twinkling ftars from trembling fky. Fairfax. 
food compnfes all the goods we value in the creatures, as 
tae lun doth the light that twinkles in the ftars. Boyle. 

The ftar of love, 

1 hat twinkles you to fair Almeyda’s bed. Dryden . 

Think you your new French profelytes are come 
0 itarve abroad, becaufe they ftarv’d at home, 
lour benefices twinkl'd from afar. Dryden. 

bo weak your charms, that like a winter’s night, 
gyp mg With ftars, they freeze me while they light. Dryd. 

wbirhE a l S d ° n0t tWmkk when viewed trough telefcopes 
arge apcrt / urcs : for the ra y s of light which pafs 

3Dart° Tl 5 Pai£S ° f the . a P erture ’ tremble each of them 
tiemn? dI1£ il means °h their various, and fometimes contrary 

«toe upo„ differen, poi.i 

2. To ' S f Cye - , 

open and fhut tne eye by turns. 

tic owl fell a moping and twinkling. L'EQranv? 

3 . ' T° play irregularly. 1 grange. 

His eyes will twinkle, and his tongue will roll 
?»• h * f.. tek his rou,. 0 "’ a., 

T Wnk ling< y n * f [from the verb.] 
h A fparkhng intermitting light; a motion of the eye. 


Suddenly, with twinkle of her eye. 

The damfel broke his mifintended dart. Spenfer. 

I come, I come ; the leaft twinkle had brought me to thee. 

Dryden s Don Sehajlian . 

2. A fhort ipace, fuch as is taken up by a motion of the eye. 
Money can thy wants at will fupply, 

Shields, fteeds, and arms, and all things for thee meet. 

It can pourvey in twinkling of an eye. Fairy Shicen. 

. Fhefe falfe beauties of the ftage are no more lafting than 
a rainbow 3 when the aclor gilds them no longer with his 
refledftion, they vanifh in a tzuinkling. ° Dryden. 

The a&ion, paffion, and manners of fo many perfons in 
a picture, are to be difeerned in the twinkling of an eye, if 
the fight could travel over fo many different objects all at 
once. . Dryden. 

Twi'nling. n.f [diminutive of tzuin.J A twin lamb ; a 
lamb of two brought at a birth. 

Twinlings increafe bring. Puffer's Plufl). 

TwFnner. n. f [from tzuin. J A breeder of twins. 

Ewes yeerely by twinning rich maiffers do make. 

The lambe of fuch twinners for breeders go take. Tujfer . 

To Twirl, v.a. [fxom zuhirl.] To turn round 3 to move by 
a quick rotation. 

Wool and raw filk by moifture incorporate with other 
thread j efpecially if there be a little wreathing, as appeareth 
by the twifting and twirling about of fpindles/ Bacon 4 

Dextrous damfels twirl the fprinkling mop. Gay. 

See ruddy maids, 

Some taught with dextrous hand to tzhvfj the wheel. Dodd . 

Twirl, n.f [from the verb.] 

1. Rotation; circular motion. 

2. 7 "wift; convolution. 

The twirl on this is different from that of the others ; this 
being an heteroftropha, the twirls turning from the right- 
hand to the left. IVoodwcird on Foffils. 

To TWIST, v. a . [getpipan, Saxon ; twi/len , Dutch.] 

1. To form by complication ; to form by convolution. 

Do but defpair, 

And if thou want’d a cord, the fmalleft thread 
That ever fpider twijled from her womb, 

WT1 ftrangle thee. Shakefpeare . 

To reprove difeontent, the ancients feigned, that in hell 
flood a man twifling a rope of hay; and ftill he twijled on. 


Taylor. 


Prior, 


Lyttlcton. 


luffering an afs to eat up all that was finiftied. 

Would Clotho walh her hands in milk. 

And twift our thread with gold and filk ; 

'• Would file in friendftiip, peace, and plenty. 

Spin out our years to four times twenty, 

And fliould we both in this condition. 

Have conquer’d love, and worfe ambition, 

Elfe thefe two paflions by the way, 

May chance to fhew us leurvy play. 

1 he talk were harder to lecure my own 
Againft the pow’r of thofe already known ; 

For well you twift the fecret chains that bind 
With gentle force the captivated mind. 

2 . To contort ; to writhe. 

Either double it into a pyramidical, or twijl it into a fer- 
pentine form. p 

3. To wreath; to wind; to encircle by fomethino; round 

There are pillars of fmoke tzvijled about with wreaths of 

' Burnet's Theory of the Earth . 

4. 10 form ; to weave. 

If thou doff Jove fair Hero, cherifh it. 

And thou (halt have her : was’t not to this end 

That thou began’ft to twift fo fine a ftory ? Shakefpeare . 

5. I o unite by intertexture of parts. ^ 

All that know how prodigal 
Of thy great foul thou art, longing * to twijl 
Bays with that joy, which fo early kift 
Thy youthful temples, with what horror we 
Think on the blind events of war. 

6. To unite ; to infinuate. 

When avarice twijls itfelf, not only with the practice of 
men, but the doannes of the church ; when ecclefiafticks 
• dl jP ute or mone y> tfie mifchief feems fatal. Decay of Piety 
To d WIST. V. n. To be contorted ; to be convolved. J ' 

. ln an l!ei js, commonly called the twifling of the mats is a 
circumvolution or infeftion of one part of the gut within the 

0t er ' n . , , . , , Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

Deep in her breaft he plung’d the fhining fword : 

1 li Inachians view the flain with vaft furprize, 

•_ Her Lmjling volumes, and her rolling eyes. * P n r, 

Twist, n. f. [from the verb.] 7 

1. Any thing made by convolution, or winding two bodies 
together. “ ™ 1CS 

Minerva nurs’d him 

Within a twift of twining oilers laid. Add f on. 


TValler. 


2. A 






